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► The story of the T-CY

▪ Basis
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▪ Achievements

▪ Factors of success

▪ What next?
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The story of the T-CY: Foundations

T-CY: Foundations
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The story of the T-CY: Foundations

T-CY ► Established according to 

Article 46 of the Convention

The story of the T-CY: Foundations
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The story of the T-CY: Foundations

Part of the dynamic triangle 

(or formula or algorithm) of:

• Common standards

• Follow up and 

assessments

• Capacity building

The story of the T-CY: Foundations – C-PROC capacity building

T-CY backed up by capacity building through C-PROC 
(Cybercrime Programme Office of the Council of Europe)

C-PROC in Bucharest, Romania, operational since April 2014:

►Preparing interested countries for accession to the Convention 

on Cybercrime and Protocols

►Enabling implementation of the Convention and Protocols in 

Parties

►Feeding into T-CY studies and working groups

►Enabling participation in T-CY meetings
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The story of the T-CY: Foundations – C-PROC capacity building

People make a differenceThe story of the T-CY: Foundations – C-PROC capacity building 
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People make a differenceThe story of the T-CY: Foundations – C-PROC capacity building 

People make a differenceThe story of the T-CY: Foundations – C-PROC capacity building 
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People make a differenceThe story of the T-CY: Foundations – C-PROC capacity building 

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY:  Foundation - Plenaries back-to-back with Octopus Conferences 
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The story of the T-CY:  Foundation - Plenaries back-to-back with Octopus Conferences 

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY:  Foundation - Plenaries back-to-back with Octopus Conferences 
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The story of the T-CY:  Chronology 

T-CY: Chronology

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY:  Chronology – 2006

Chair: Henrik Kaspersen, Vice-chair: Betty Shave

T-CY 1  (March 2006)
▪ 12 Parties

▪ Definition of “computer 

system” to include smart 

phones, tablets etc.

▪ Value of technical 

assistance

▪ Russian proposals re 

“cyberterrorism” – not 

discussed
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The story of the T-CY: Chronology - 2007

Chair: Henrik Kaspersen / Vice-chair: Betty Shave

▪ 21 Parties

▪ Costa Rica and Mexico invited to accede

▪ Discussion of “data preservation” and 

“data retention”

▪ No need for specific provisions on 

“cyberterrorism”

▪ 24/7 network and cooperation with G-8

▪ Held in conjunction with Octopus 

Conference

T-CY 2 (June 2007)

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2008

T-CY 3 (April 2008)

Chair: Betty Shave / Vice-chair: Cristina Schulman

▪ 23 Parties

▪ South Africa signed the 1st 

Protocol

▪ All Parties to establish 24/7 points 

of contact

▪ LEA/ISP cooperation

▪ Country profiles

▪ Held in conjunction with Octopus 

Conference
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The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2009

T-CY 4 (March 2009)

Chair: Betty Shave /  Vice-chair: Markko Künnapu
▪ 24 Parties

▪ Set up a T-CY Bureau

▪ Effectiveness of 24/7 points 

of contact and cooperation 

with G-8

▪ Effectiveness of MLA

▪ Held in conjunction with 

Octopus Conference

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: 2010

T-CY 5 (June 2010)

Chair: Markko Künnapu / Vice-chair: Erik Planken ▪ 30 Parties

▪ Transborder access to 

data - review

▪ Effectiveness of 24/7 

points of contact and 

cooperation with G-8

▪ Criteria for accession to 

the Convention
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The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2011

T-CY 6 (Nov 2011)

Chair: Markko Künnapu / Vice-chair: Erik Planken

▪ 32 Parties

▪ 10th anniversary of the 

Convention & Octopus 

Conference

▪ Decisions to:
• Adopt a workplan

• Establish transborder group

• Have 2 meetings/year

• Carry out assessments

• Pro-actively aim to enlarge 

membership

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2011
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The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2011

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2011
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The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2012

T-CY 7 (June 2012)

T-CY 8 (Dec 2012)

Chair: Markko Künnapu  Vice-chair: Erik Planken

Chair: Markko Künnapu  Vice-chair: Erik Planken

▪ 38 Parties

▪ Assessment articles 16, 

17, 29 and 30

▪ Decision to prepare 

Guidance Notes (and 

adopt GN #1)

▪ Adoption of 1st report of 

the transborder group

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2013

T-CY 9 (June 2013)

T-CY 10 (Dec 2013)

Chair: Markko Künnapu / Vice-chair: Erik Planken

▪ 42 Parties

▪ Assessment MLA articles

▪ 5 June 2013 noon: 

Decision to commence 

protocol on transborder 

access

▪ [5 June 2013 PM: First 

information on Snowden 

revelations published]

▪ Adoption of 5 Guidance 

Notes

Chair: Markko Künnapu / Vice-chair: Erik Planken
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The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2014

T-CY 11 (June 2014)

T-CY 12 (Dec 2014)

Chair: Markko Künnapu / Vice-chair: Erik Planken

▪ 45 Parties

▪ Assessment MLA articles 

finalised

▪ Follow up report to 

assessment of preservation 

provisions

▪ T-CY Transborder Group 

completed

▪ Cloud Evidence Group 

established

▪ Adoption of Guidance Notes

▪ Report on subscriber info

Chair: Erik Planken / 

Vice-chair: Cristina Schulman

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2015

T-CY 13 (June 2015)

T-CY 14 (Dec 2015)

Chair: Erik Planken / 

Vice-chair: Cristina Schulman

▪ 48 Parties

▪ Assessment of 

Article 13 on 

sanctions and 

measures

▪ Supplementary 

assessments of 

preservation 

provisions

Chair: Erik Planken / 

Vice-chair: Cristina Schulman
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The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2016

T-CY 15 (May 2016)

T-CY 16 (Nov 2016)

▪ 51 Parties

▪ Assessment Article 13

▪ Supplem. Assessment 

preservation

▪ Cloud Evidence 

Group

▪ Establish Cyber 

Violence Group

▪ Draft GN Article 18

Chaired by Cristina Schulman

Chair: Erik Planken / 

Vice-chair: Cristina Schulman

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2017

▪ 55 Parties

▪ Adoption TOR for preparation of 

Second Protocol

▪ Assessment report on Article 13 

adopted

▪ 1st Protocol Drafting Plenary and 

launch of protocol negotiations

T-CY 17 (June 2017)

T-CY 18 (Nov 2017)

Chair: Erik Planken /  Vice-chair: Cristina Schulman

Chair: Erik Planken /  Vice-chair: Cristina Schulman
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The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2018

T-CY 19 (July 2018)

& Protocol Drafting Plenary

T-CY 20 (Nov 2018) & 

Protocol Drafting Plenary

Chair: Eric Planken

Vice-chair: Cristina Schulman

▪ 62 Parties

▪ Recommendations of 

report on cyberviolence 

adopted

▪ Templates for preservation 

and MLA requests for 

subscriber information

▪ Numerous meetings of the 

Protocol Drafting Plenary 

and Drafting GroupChair: Cristina Schulman  

Vice-chair: Pedro Verdelho

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2019

Chair: Cristina Schulman

Vice-chair: Pedro Verdelho

▪ 64 Parties

▪ GN on election interference adopted

▪ Numerous meetings of the Protocol 

Drafting Plenary and Drafting Group

T-CY 21 (July 2019) & Protocol 

Drafting Plenary

T-CY 22 (Nov 2019) & Protocol 

Drafting Plenary

Chair: Cristina Schulman

Vice-chair: Pedro Verdelho
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The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2020

Chair: Cristina Schulman

Vice-chair: Pedro Verdelho

T-CY 23 (Nov 2020) & Protocol 

Drafting Plenaries (Sep & Dec 2020)

▪ 65 Parties

▪ Numerous online meetings of 

the Protocol Drafting Plenary 

and Drafting Group

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2021

T-CY 25 (Nov 2021)

▪ 66 Parties

▪ Finalization of Second 

Protocol

▪ 20th anniversary of 

Convention

▪ TOR working group on 

undercover investigations 

and extension of searches

T-CY 24 (May 2021) & Protocol 

Drafting Plenaries (Feb, Apr, May 2021) 

Chair: Cristina Schulman 

Vice-chair: Pedro Verdelho

Chair: Cristina Schulman 

Vice-chair: Pedro Verdelho
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The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2022

▪ 68 Parties

▪ Opening for signature Second Protocol

▪ Guidance Note Ransomware

▪ Working group on undercover investigations 

and extension of searches

▪ UN treaty process ►Common positions

▪ Commence Article 19 assessment

T-CY 27 (Nov 2022)

Chair: Cristina Schulman 

Vice-chair: Pedro Verdelho

T-CY 26 (May 2022)

Chair: Cristina Schulman 

Vice-chair: Pedro Verdelho

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2023

T-CY 28 (June 2023)

T-CY 29 (Dec 2023)

Chair: Pedro Verdelho  

Vice-chair: Gareth Sansom

▪ 69 Parties

▪ Guidance Note scope of 

procedural powers

▪ 20th anniversary First Protocol 

on XR

▪ UN treaty process ► 

Common positions

▪ Assessment Article 19

Chair: Pedro Verdelho  

Vice-chair: Gareth Sansom
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www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2023

T-CY Bureau 2023

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2023

T-CY Bureau: Meeting in Vienna, January 2023
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The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2024

T-CY 30 (June 2024)

T-CY 31 (Dec 2024)

Chair: Pedro Verdelho 

Vice-chair: Nathan Whiteman

▪ 77 Parties

▪ Guidance Note on scope of procedural 

powers

▪ Assessment Article 19 adopted

▪ Working group on artificial intelligence

▪ Work on virtual assets

▪ UN treaty process ►Common positions

Chair: Pedro Verdelho 

Vice-chair: Nathan Whiteman

The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2024

T-CY Bureau 2024
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The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2025

T-CY 32 (June 2025)

T-CY 33 (Nov 2025)

Chair: Pedro Verdelho

Vice-chair: Nathan Whiteman

▪ 81 Parties

▪ Guidance Note on Article 

26 – Spontaneous 

information

▪ Cybercrime and AI

▪ Launch of mapping study 

on virtual assets

▪ Collect additional 

information on 

cyberviolence

▪ Meetings with 

stakeholders

Chair: Pedro Verdelho

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Chronology – 2026

Chair: Pedro Verdelho 

Vice-chair: Anne-Marie LeBel

T-CY 34 (June 2026)
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The story of the T-CY: Results

T-CY Results

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Assessments

T-CY: Results

►Assessments
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www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Assessments

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Assessments
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www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Assessments

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Assessments
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The story of the T-CY: Results ►Assessments 2012

Assessments ►Key to:

▪ Sharing experience and understanding of systems between Parties

▪ Enhancing the quality of implementation of the Convention

▪ Increasing the credibility of the Convention

Will be mandatory under the Second Protocol

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results

T-CY: Results
►Guidance Notes
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The story of the T-CY: Results ►Guidance Notes

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Guidance Notes
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www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Guidance Notes

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Guidance Notes
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www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Guidance Notes

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Guidance Notes
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The story of the T-CY: Results ►Guidance Notes

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Guidance Notes
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The story of the T-CY: Results ►Guidance Notes

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Guidance Notes
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The story of the T-CY: Results ►Guidance Notes

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Guidance Notes
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www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Guidance Notes

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Guidance Notes
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www.coe.int/cybercrime

Guidance Notes:

► Common understanding between the Parties

► Adopted by consensus

► Keeping the Convention up-to-date and adapting to 

evolving technology, techniques and forms of crime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Guidance Notes

www.coe.int/cybercrime

T-CY: Results
►Working groups

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Working groups
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Transborder Group 
(January 2012 – December 2014)

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Working groups

Outcome:

►Reports on transborder access to data 

and jurisdiction: analyses of issues and 

options

►Guidance Note on Article 32

►Draft elements of an additional protocol 

on transborder access to data

www.coe.int/cybercrime

Cloud Evidence Group January 2015 – June 2017

Outcome:

► Guidance Note on Article 18

► Access to data in the cloud: analyses of challenges and option 

► Recommendations for consideration by the T-CY ►elements of a Protocol

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Working groups
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The story of the T-CY: Results ►Working groups

Cloud Evidence Group January 2015 – June 2017

Team building exercise (Klingenthal, June 2015)

www.coe.int/cybercrime

T-CY Meeting on cyberviolence 

(Vienna, April 2017)

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Working groups

Working Group on Cyberviolence 
(January 2017 – July 2018)
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The story of the T-CY: Results ►Working groups

Working Group on Cyberviolence ►Mapping study 

►Follow up: Online resource on cyberviolence

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Working groups

Working Group on Undercover investigations and 

extension of searches  (January – December 2022)

Outcome: Report on options and recommendations for further action

▪ Binding instrument not feasible at present

▪ Continue to share experience, document legislation and practices

▪ Cover also by Article 19 assessment
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Ongoing: Working Group on artificial intelligence (January 2025 – ?)

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Working groups

www.coe.int/cybercrime

Ongoing: Mapping study on virtual assets and relevance of 

the Convention on Cybercrime (January 2025 – ?)

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Mapping study
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www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Second Protocol

T-CY: Results
►Second Protocol 

on enhanced cooperation and disclosure of electronic evidence

www.coe.int/cybercrime

Second Protocol on enhanced cooperation and disclosure of 

electronic evidence (September 2017 – May 2021)

✓ Prepared by Protocol Drafting Plenary and Drafting Groups established by the T-CY 

(September 2017 to May 2021)

✓ 91 sessions of the PDP, PDG and PDG subgroups

✓ 75 States and several international organisations participated with over 620 experts

✓ Data protection experts participated in negotiations

✓ 6 rounds of stakeholder consultations

✓ Opened for signature May 2022

= Carefully calibrated text designed to be consistent with the acquis of 

the Council of Europe but also to meet the requirements of all other 

Parties to the Budapest Convention

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Second Protocol

75

76



18/06/2026

39

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Second Protocol

First meeting of the Protocol Drafting Group 

(Strasbourg, September 2017)

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Second Protocol
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The story of the T-CY: Results ►Second Protocol

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Second Protocol
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The story of the T-CY: Results ►Second Protocol

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Second Protocol
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www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Second Protocol

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Second Protocol

Protocol Drafting Group 

meeting in Vienna

Protocol Drafting 

Group meeting in Paris
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The story of the T-CY: Results ►Second Protocol

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Second Protocol
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The story of the T-CY: Results ►Second Protocol

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Second Protocol
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The story of the T-CY: Results ►Second Protocol

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Second Protocol
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The story of the T-CY: Results ►Second Protocol

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Second Protocol
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The story of the T-CY: Results ►Second Protocol

The story of the T-CY: Results ►Second Protocol
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The story of the T-CY: Results ►Second Protocol

www.coe.int/cybercrime

T-CY: Factors of success

The story of the T-CY: Factors of success
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T-CY: Factors of success

The story of the T-CY: Factors of success

1. The dynamic triangle

2. Focus on 

▪ Quality of implementation

▪ Enlargement of membership

▪ Innovation

▪ Effectiveness WITH safeguards

3. Close link with C-PROC (capacity building, resources)

4. Inclusive and consens-/common sense-driven

5. Subject-matter expertise with political support

6. T-CY members: “PEOPLE MAKE A DIFFERENCE”

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: What next?

T-CY: What next?
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The story of the T-CY: What next? [pointers for discussion]

Address challenges?

▪ Resources (capacity 

building!)

▪ Maintaining political 

support

▪ Maintaining/building trust 

among parties

▪ Conditions for accession

Address topics/issues?

▪ Artificial intelligence, 

cybercrime and e-evidence

▪ Applicability of the Convention 

to virtual assets

▪ Cyberviolence

▪ Disinformation

▪ Election interference / 

interference with democracy
New methods?

▪ Good practice studies

▪ Cooperation exercises

More of the same?

► Ensuring implementation of 

the Convention and its 

Protocols (assessments, 

Guidance Notes)

► Focus on implementation of 

the Second Protocol 

► Cooperation with providers

► Conditions and safeguards

► Maintain dynamic triad 

(close links to C-PROC)

www.coe.int/cybercrime

The story of the T-CY: Conclusion [TBC]

► The Convention on Cybercrime with its Protocols, T-CY and C-PROC is a 

unique framework.

► Built over 25 years, it permits trusted cooperation among criminal justice 

practitioners on cybercrime and e-evidence across the globe.

► Standards and cooperation based on human rights and the rule of law.

► There is nothing comparable around.

► Maintain it, further strengthen it, engage with it, commit to it, invest in it.

► In particular in the current fractured international context!
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Next: T-CY PANEL OF WISE PERSONS

► Betty Shave (former US Department of Justice, T-CY member 2006 – 2016,  

Convention Founder, T-CY Chair (2008-2009, Council of Europe) consultant)

► Markko Künnapu (Ministry of Justice of Estonia, T-CY member since 2006, T-CY 

Chair 2010 – 2014) Council of Europe consultant)

► Cristina Schulman (former Ministry of Justice of Romania, T-CY member 2007 – 

2009, 2013 – 2024, Council of Europe staff 2009 – 2013, T-CY Chair 2018 – 2022)

► Pedro Verdelho (Prosecutor General Office of Portugal, Convention Founder,     

T-CY member since 2006, T-CY Chair since 2023, Council of Europe consultant

► Gareth Sansom (former Department of Justice of Canada, Convention Founder, 

T-CY member 2006 – 2025, T-CY Vice-chair 2023 – 2024)

► Marcos Salt (former Ministry of Justice of Argentina, T-CY member 2016 - 2020,  

Council of Europe consultant; Convention “Ambassador” in Latin America since 

2004)

www.coe.int/cybercrime

That was:

20 years of T-CY

Reflections by Alexander Seger

Music: Wild Season (Banks and Steelz feat. Florence Welsh)
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